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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 12th of January 2016 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives TC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton  PC 

Bob  Hare  (BH) : St. Ives NHW 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Justo Perez  (JP) : Hilton PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton HAT 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group Rep. 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC Rep. 

Cathy Border  (CB) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
The Chairman  wished everyone a happy new year.  
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Lesley Craig, Andy Street & Keith Sisman 

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 10th  November 2015 

 
Correction: OM said that an error in the minutes had been notified by NB relating to the Wyton 
development in section 9. The statement that  ‘cars can only exit via Sawtry Way’  is wrong.  It should read 
‘cars can only enter/exit from/onto the A141 Road.’ The minutes have been amended. 

 
A motion was put to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on November 10th 2015.  
Proposed by MN, seconded by PS. All were in favour. 

 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
There are no matters arising which are not covered by other agenda items. 

 

 



4. Correspondence 
 

One email had been received from Dave McCandless of MSUK to inform us that the invoice for our internet 
domain name, ‘HuntsRoadSafety.org’, had not been paid and asked what we intend to do with our website. 
The invoice is for £13.20 to renew it for another year. 
 
This will be discussed in more detail under item 9 ‘RSC Website’.  
 

5. Review of Active Items 
 
 
Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils 

now have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the 

crossing on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was 

completed at Easter. 

 

Meeting 

Comment 

 

PS said that there is an amendment to the original proposal which went into the county. It is 

something about raising the level of the pedestrian crossing. They have already put in the 

haloes around the crossing beacons which are now very bright.  He hopes that the rest of the 

work will be done fairly soon. 

 
 

6.  Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 29:  St.Ives Cycle Paths 
The Houghton Rd cycle path has been repaired and is not now in a bad state.  Take this item off the list. 

 
Item 35: Marley Road 
PS said that St. Ives TC put this in as their LHI bid. They asked for a 30mph from the end of the 20mph at 
Thorndown School all the way down to the Industrial Estate. The police have supported 30mph along Hill 
Rise but not for the remainder.  But this is the worst part for speeding and means that cars approaching Hill 
Rise will be going too fast. If they want to split it then the 30mph should go beyond the Rainbow Centre. It 
will be March before they make a decision. 
(CS: We should say they need a roundabout at the Co-op). 

 
Item 44:  St. Ives Post Office 
ML asked if anyone had noticed any problems with the new post office location. 
CS said that he expected parking problems but had not seen any. Blue Badge holders are still the main 
problem. ML asked if we should keep this as a watching item.  The opinion was that we should. 

 
7.  Speedwatch Activities 

 
ML had been on a session with Roadwatch.  She had then requested a session at the Prince of Wales on 
the A1123. 9 people were caught over the limit and Dave McCandless (DM) thought the limit should be 
reduced to 30mph as a result. ML thought this was being over-zealous.  ML added that one of the school 
governors wants a Speedwatch group in Bluntisham. 
 
Justo said that before Xmas Hilton PC had sent out some leaflets about Speedwatch but there was not 
much response.  
 

 



On Roadwatch,  MN said that DM  had gathered support from local companies and was very active  and 
effective in the way he tracks speeding HCVs and their owners. They still get 30% plus of drivers over the 
limit every time they do a session in Pidley. They could possibly fit some speed humps in. One local PC 
had sent an email about alternative possibilities.  
 
AB said he had seen an article rticle about Speedwatch which claimed there were 250 groups in the area. 
There is a bit of rhetoric flying around. BR appears to have lost all the data from the road monitoring 
systems. 
 
JN said that DM did a presentation to Earith PC about Roadwatch. 
 
JC thought the RSC should have nothing to do with Roadwatch because it is not endorsed by anyone. 
 
MN said DM has been given some authority fairly recently. 
 
CS added that the police say they have no objection to what he is doing.  
 
BB said that the police camera van was in Earith recently and they don’t have Speedwatch. So the police 
are still visiting hot spots regardless of Speedwatch membership. 
 
MN thought the police would only react if Speedwatch reported an issue. 

 
 
ML believed that the Colne/Somersham speed humps are too high. 
CS said that the standard Cambridgeshire speed humps are useless because the larger vehicles just span 
them. 
PS said that larger cars can straddle them as well and this puts cars closer to the kerb and pedestrians. 

 
JC thought that the speed humps were not consistent in height. This is a real problem.  She had previously 
mentioned the metal studs being used in Germany.  There is a double row of studs and they are very 
effective.  Would it be appropriate to ask CCC if they would consider using them here? 

 

8.  Driving Standards 
 
This item has been deferred to a future meeting because Keith Sisman is not present today. 

 
9. RSC Website 

 
OM said that the domain name used by the RSC has to be renewed if we wish to continue supporting the 
website. The content on the site has not been updated for a long time and we have no statistics about 
people using it. The committee needs to decide if we want to continue supporting it. But we really need 

someone to take charge of the content. CS thought that we should update it after every meeting. 
 
ML proposed that we discontinue the website. 
(1 against, 7 in favour).  
 
AB said that what would be useful would be to archive the material.  
OM wondered if the St. Ives TC website could be used? 

      CS said they have links to other websites already. It is a bit of an albatross. 
 

AB offered to store them on his website although it’s not very relevant. 
JC thought we should have lots of material about the organisation.  
 
ML wondered if we actually needed a website. We all report back to our PCs and our reports should be in 
their minutes anyway. 
 



Action: Send all the minutes to AB for archiving. 
Action: Cancel the HuntsRoadSafety domain name. 

 
10. HCV Report 

 
OM said that the HCV meeting scheduled for January 19th had invited Mick George to present his ideas 
on HCV safety management. He read out an extract for the Haddenham PC minutes which described 
his plans in detail. Not all details in this report are completely correct but it describes the general idea 
accurately. 
 
“Mr George explained that they are committed to stopping their lorries travelling through the village 
unless they are specifically delivering within the parish. They have reprimanded drivers for disobeying 
this rule and a memo had been sent out to all drivers reminding them of their responsibility to abide by 
the routing agreement. He advised that they are working with the Roadwatch charity to monitor the 
movements of trucks and hope to encourage other firms to follow suit. Their lorries are now fitted with 
upgraded trackers, which send an alert when the vehicle is somewhere it should not be. Haddenham 
was monitored by Roadwatch two weeks ago and 6 lorries went through the village; 5 Aggregate and 1 
G Hobbs. Mr George is putting in funding to help Roadwatch put agreements in place with firms as 
soon as the monitoring information is available. For his own part he has set up an education 
programme for his drivers and in May 2016 they will all be expected to take part in a bicycle course in 
Cambridge. There are also plans to put cameras on the drivers. He would be meeting with Hanson’s 
and the planners on 14th December to discuss HCV issues.  
Mr Joe Gossage advised that over a period of 5 years all of their drivers will be given 35 hours of 
training and they are developing their own course to carry this out, which will include routing restriction 
agreements. All company vehicles; HCVs, cars and plant will be fitted with an advanced tracking 
system and this will monitor where they are, what speed they are travelling at and driver behaviour and 
driving at any one time. They have an in-house training department with 3 trainers and they will target 
any drivers in reports and also carry out 2 weeks’ induction for new drivers, together with putting drivers 
through their HCV licence. A geo fence has been set up around Haddenham and other villages and if 
drivers go through that area it will be investigated and action taken if there is an infringement. The 
company has also introduced an initiative to visit schools with one of their larger vehicles and deliver a 
lesson plan to the children to educate them about the dangers of HCVs and also allow them to look 
over the vehicle. This has met with a very good response so far.  
Dr Alan James asked if Mr George would be happy to meet with the HCV Group and he confirmed he 
would. Dr James thanked him and also for setting a very good example to other hauliers”. 
 

Derek Crosby from Cambs police will also attend the HCV meeting on the 19th to comment on the plans 
for Traffic Restriction Orders for HCVs in the villages. 
 
BB said that HCV also had a meeting with CCC in order to discuss TROs. There is a follow-up meeting 
with CCC on January 21st.  
 
ML believed that because DM had targeted them a lot this has had an effect. Would the RSC like OM to 
send a resume of the HCV meeting? (OM said he would do so this). Also, should we invite Mick George 
to the next meeting? (OM to make the invitation). 

 
 

11. Reports from members 
 
 

CB, Holywell-com-Needingworth:  
They had had some success with getting a speed reduction in Church Street.  Also they’d  been trying to 
get parking at the village shop sorted out. A few people have been fined but behaviour usually reverts after 
a few weeks. 
 
 



JN, Earith:  
Highways hope to finish off the LHI initiative before the end of the year. 
 
ML, Bluntisham:  
There are bad vehicle track marks on the grass verge at Bury Fen. This could be  a dog walker who drives 
on to the verge and drives along it. I can try and get the number. 
BB added that Mr Dow’s tractor has also been up and down the verge.  
 
CS, Fenstanton:   
They have still got a problem with lorry parking at Dairy Crest. They throw out lots of rubbish and park the 
wrong way with no lights on. Lots of the drivers are foreign and there’s not a lot they can do about it. In 
some areas they levy fines but although they have discussed this in Cambridgeshire nothing has been 
done.  
 
Another problem is with motorcyclists blocking a pedestrian crossing. Can’t get any action on this one. In 
fairness to the police St. Ives had a minor crime wave recently but the perpetrator has now been caught. 
He was hoping AS would be here tonight. 
 
NB, Wyton: 
They are putting in the new street lights at Sawtry Way junction. They look very low. They are not switched 
on yet. (BB said that in Earith the new ones are worse than the old ones) 
 
JC:  
The footpath along the Mad Mile is not lit and people are worried. If it’s a footpath should there be lighting? 
(NB said it was in Wyton on the Hill).  JC asked him to mention it to their PC.   
 

 
12. Matters for Further Consideration 

 
There was a discussion about whether we should have Speedwatch/Roadwatch on the agenda? 
PS said that the problem is about speeding so we should just have that as a regular item without reference 
to particular groups. All agreed. 
 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday March 9th  

Tuesday May 10th 

Tuesday July 12th 

 


